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Abstract. This paper deals with the most popular emotive ethno-national myths 

in such poly-cultural region as Ukraine. Being the form of synthesis of mythological 

and political conscious, modern emotive myths determine emotionally-colored 

perception of the social reality in the discourse of civilizational interaction. 
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Аннотация. В докладе обсуждаются эмотивные мифы, наиболее 

распространенные в таком поликультурном регионе, как Украина. Будучи 

формой синтеза мифологического и политического сознания, современные 

эмотивные мифы детерминируют эмоционально окрашенное восприятие 

социальной действительности в дискурсе межцивилизационного 

взаимодействия.  
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Being native Crimean, I am deeply motivated in this actual topic. Since antiquity 

Crimea was a crossroads of several civilizations. At present, three major civilizational 

models interact in Crimea and the Black See region. Two of them are traditional, 

built on the religious basis – Islam and Orthodox Christianity. Third one represents 

Western-oriented civilizational scheme, which goal, in the judgment of some 

researchers [3], is to facilitate the optimization of socio-cultural interaction among 

traditional cultures of this region. 

Russians, Ukrainians and Crimean Tatars actively create modern history of 

multinational and poly-cultural Crimea. Mutual enrichment of the cultures here is an 

evident fact. However, serenity of the formal relations does not present the 

convincing evidence of the absence of civilizational controversies, or that the 

effective and perspective form of the civilizational dialogue has been ever found. 

Crimean society is not secured from conflicts which can arise as a result of 

interethnic and confessional collision still [6; 7; 8]. 

Latest sociopolitical events in Ukraine also confirm its status of the country with 

intercivilizational aspirations and potential, which cannot be reduced to the narrow 

role of the “buffer state” and trivial training ground for social experiments. Possibility 

of splitting of Ukraine as the country on the civilizational basis is being actively 

discussed not only in Mass Media and in the corridors of power, but in the kitchens of 

members of the public as well. 

Against the background of erosion of socio-economic sphere and dramatic 

lowering of the intellectual level of demoralized and spiritually devastated society in 

post-soviet Eurasian states, quasi-mythological, politicized, anti-scientific 

ideologemas are penetrating inside the mass conscious [3, 508]. Thereupon emerges 

an “opposite narratives” [2] and a hard confrontation between nations and states. 

Many political and ideological myths of the post-soviet states, Russia and 

Ukraine in particular, are exploiting the concept of “primordial civilizational 

antagonisms” between the nations of West and East Europe, as well as within the 

Christian civilization itself, which have deep historical roots [3: 4]. In the political 

battles this is being introduced to the people as probably the most fundamental reason 



of the national troubles. Such myths are designed to create new civilizational reality 

and they become the prime tool of both separation and consolidation of the society. 

Relationships between different regions of the modern Ukraine are determined by the 

various ideological factors, with ethno-historical myth being the most important of 

them. 

High level of emotional saturation is a specific, distinctive feature of the 

mythological images and symbols: this is love and fear, adoration and horror, etc [1]. 

Modern civilizational myths are ambiguous and ambivalent in their influence on the 

people, being an invigorant for the psychological compensation on the one hand and 

deeply dehumanized on the other. They instill an average man with the idea that his 

individual life is worthless in comparison with the goals standing in front of his 

civilization. 

Modern Ukrainian realia are mediated by various myths possessing the 

regulatory and sense-making functions in the life of an average Ukrainians. Being the 

form of synthesis of mythological and political conscious the most popular emotive 

ethno-national and political myths in Ukrainian society determine emotionally-

colored perception of the social reality. They possess the great existential power, 

forming actual values of the masses and motivating for aggressive actions in the 

sphere of social transformation. 

Following C. Levi-Strauss point of view, one may agree with the statement that 

there is a principal unity between the myth logic and logic of modern thought [9]. 

Formation of the mythologized image of the past has the great instrumental value in 

the struggle for growth of nation’s political status and assertion of sovereignty. It is 

obvious that intercivilizational relations in the past keep their actuality for the 

present, being an object of the modern ethno-national and political mythology. 

Outcome of centrifugal tendencies in inter-regional situation in Ukraine is often 

defined by the competition of different versions of the past, which predetermined 

development of national mentality. Latest political events in Ukraine are related to 

the process of reconstruction of historical precedent, which could be a source for 

inspiring the mass, could stimulate creative energy of renovation aimed at 



overcoming of the present crisis. Active “disassembly” of the obsolete, outdated 

myths, which Ukrainian nation does not believe anymore, is in progress. This is an 

original medication for the disrupt, fractured and inconsistent social consciousness. 

Potential consent may be achieved not only as a result of making legitimate 

compromise agreements, but as well by means of creation of united myths and daily 

routine structures, which will form the basis of “project of mutual living”. 

Overcoming of deep social crisis in Ukraine and other post-soviet countries is 

inseparably tied with the process of forming new civilizational identity and thereafter 

–creation of new viable ethno-national and civilizational myths. 

However models of past, which prevent social development and entail 

regression, are often being cultivated in Mass Media. In the critical situation of 

determining choice, which Ukraine finds itself in at the moment, the development 

models based on critical reconsideration of the past and adequate to the modern 

mentality of the nation, are in extraordinary demand. Myths related to the national 

and religious self-identification, which contain quite definite political guidelines, are 

especially destructive. 

1. Romantic elevation of the “ancient Ukrainians”, raising them to the rank of 

“true Aryans”. Exceptionality of the Ukrainian nation, its messianic value for 

Eastern-Slavic civilization. The brighter seems its past for the nation, the more 

persistence this nation is inclined to demonstrate when pretending for significant role 

in the modern world. 

2.  “Search for the noble birth” is one of the most powerful means of the 

reinforcement of national proud. This trait is peculiar in whole for the nations of 

Central and Eastern Europe, which is confirmed by the research of Mircea Eliade. In 

this respect, study of the narratives on first cultural objects related to Ukrainian 

culture has special significance. Widespread abstract ideas on the selectness and 

exclusiveness of Ukraine based on interpretation of the artifacts of culture of 

Trypillia. 

3. Ethics and aesthetics of sacrifice of Ukrainian nation towards the 

civilizational breakthrough, special role of Ukrainians in the settlement of the conflict 



of geopolitical interests between the idea of formation of single united Eurasian space 

and the theory and practice of Euro-integration. 

4. Image of the civilizational enemy, potential threat, having its historical, 

psychological and moral excuse. For one of the sides of civilizational combat in 

Ukraine the enemy is USA and other Western countries, while for the other side – it 

is Russian with its “great power expansion”. 

5. Mixing and substitution of notions of “state” and “culture” over a period of 

the entire history of Ukraine. Yet, after the formation of independent Ukraine the 

reverse processes became noticeable: “escape from state”, rejection of state as their 

own by the majority of nation. Against this background the problem of formation of 

the diffuse national identity is being interpreted as the natural outcome of the 

processes taking place in the ideological and mythological field of national mentality. 

For the sake of protection of their own civilizational space and cultural sovereignty 

Ukrainians are ready for self-sacrifice and the most resolute actions, exceptional 

mobilization and self-organization. This became evident owing to the events of 

“orange revolution” in 2004 and Euromaidan in 2013–2014. At the same time 

Ukrainian nation rebels with the same zeal against the destructive manifestations of 

state bureaucratic machine. 

6. Exploitation of the notion of “civilizational incompatibility” between the 

West and Ukraine by the opponents of its Euro-integration. Representatives of the 

specific political forces manipulate subjective evaluation of historiographical data 

regarding intercivilizational “collisions” between Western and Russian-Orthodox 

civilizations by the classification of Samuel Huntington [4; 5] with the purpose of 

solving their own problems. Thereby one of the challenging subjects of future 

researches can be the historiographical materials of civilizational conflicts in the 

above denoted paradigm. For instance, this is a conflict within the Orthodox 

civilization in 1204, when crusaders with the permission of Pope captured and looted 

Constantinople as the basis of Byzantine orthodox civilization. Or the next stage – 

sharpening of the civilizational conflict at the end of XVI century, which has led to 

the Union of Brest and appearance of the Greek Catholic Church, etc. 



Investigation of emotionally saturated and archetypal grounds of modern myths 

has vivid appliance potential for the future elaboration of multiculturalism theory. 
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