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Problem identification. One of the prior goals of the Ukrainian educational 

system, including Higher Education, is entering the European educational space, 

meeting European and international educational standards, herewith providing 

organic connection with the national traditions and culture. Implementation of these 

tasks needs modernization of the educational approaches, which must be focused on 

creative abilities’ development, disclosure of the personal inner potential, promotion 

and encouragement of creativity in future profession.  

Analysis of recent researches. The basic premises of the publication are 

scientific and methodical researches of psychological and pedagogical principles of 

creative personality formation. The necessity of creative abilities’ development of 

future specialists is emphasized in the works of such researchers as N. Basova, 

H.Berehova, R. Gareev, J. Drach, V. Nagayev, A. Sologub. The problem of a creative 

personality has been studied by J. Guiford, C. Rogers, P. Torrance, G. Wallas. 



Imitative techniques as an effective means of creative skills’ development are 

highlighted by A. Balayev, J. Belchykov, M. Birshtein, V. Galushko, V. Kovalenko, 

M. Kryukov, G. Selevko, A. Smolkin, A. Shtepa, P.Scherban etc. 

The objective of the article is to disclose the role of imitative techniques as an 

effective means of creative skills’ development in the process of foreign language 

training.  

The main material exposition. “Tell me, I forget. Show me, I remember. 

Involve me, I understand”, says the ancient Chinese proverb  [5]. Thus the main 

educational objective must be focused not on reproductive transferring the “ready 

given” knowledge from a teacher to students, but should stimulate students’ creative 

abilities development, involvement and participation in cognitive activity. 

Abilities are determined as individually psychological characteristics of a 

person, which express willingness to take up certain activities and their successful 

implementation. An integral component of abilities is motivation, which provides 

intensive and naturally organized activity, necessary for the development of abilities. 

Psychologists divide abilities into general and special ones. Special abilities comprise 

psychological characteristics of an individual, enabling the success in a particular 

activity [3, p. 154]. General abilities are displayed in all kinds of activity. According 

to another classification abilities are divided into actual and potential ones. It is 

stressed that potential ability is the possibility of personal development, which is 

revealed to solve a new problem or task. However, personal development depends 

not only on psychological properties, but also on social conditions in which these 

qualities may or may not be realized. In this case we speak about actual abilities. 

Consequently, actual ability is only a part of the potential one [1].  

In the scientific literature reproductive and creative levels of abilities are 

distinguished. The first one is evinced in the ability to acquire knowledge, master the 

activity and fulfill it according to the model proposed. On the creative level of 

abilities a person creates something new, original [2, p. 126]. The classification of 

abilities is presented below: 

Comparative characteristics of abilities 



 

Thus creative abilities are not just a set of specific components but the whole 

system of ordered interconnected components which form a complex of knowledge 

and skills based on personal experience. This is a steady demand of a specialist to use 

his creative potential in future professional activity. Today scientists stress upon the 

necessity of creative abilities’ development in the process of foreign language 

studying. 

There are many methods of teaching languages. Some have had their heyday 

and have fallen into obscurity; others are widely used now; still others have a small 

following, but contribute insights that may be absorbed into generally accepted mix  

[4]. Among the most effective methods of creative thinking intensification must be 

mentioned brain-storming, role-playing, synectics, problem studying methods, 

debates, projects etc. Imitative techniques (role playing, discussions, problem 

solving, situation analyzing) are considered to be one of the effective means of 

creative skills’ development. They are determined by the presence of a particular 

situation, team (or individual subgroups) development of ways for solving situations, 

public defense of the problem solution, summarizing results. 

Communicative language teaching is an approach to the teaching of languages 

that emphasizes interaction as both the means and the ultimate goal of learning a 

language. Despite a number of criticisms, it continues to be popular. In recent years, 
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task-based language learning, also known as task-based-language teaching or task-

based instruction, has grown steadily in popularity, emphasizing the successful 

completion of tasks as both the organizing feature and the basis for assessment of 

language instruction. Language immersion puts students in a situation where they 

must use a foreign language, whether or not they know it. This creates fluency, but 

not accuracy of usage [4]. 

It is also emphasized that students need to be given the opportunity to use oral 

and written language whenever possible. Some suggestions are given by the author: 

a. preference ranking; b. games; c. problem-solving; d. advertisements; e. group 

discussion; f. writing exercises (especially Language Experience Approach); g. 

culture etc. In general, the author classifies language acquisition activities into four 

types: a. content (culture, subject matter, new information, reading); b. affective-

humanistic (student’s own ideas, opinions, experience); c. games (focus on using 

language to participate in the game); d. problem-solving (focus on using language to 

locate information). It should be taken into account that dialogues are a very useful 

teaching technique once an initial set of vocabulary is understood. The purpose of 

using a dialogue is to present a situation of real language in which the student role 

plays in a safe environment before being met by the real thing. It is emphasized that 

by using role-playing dialogues, the students come to own the language - to 

internalize the phrases used so they become a part of their repertoire of English [5]. 

Taken into consideration all stated above we can present some examples of 

languages tasks to develop creative thinking and abilities: 

1. Make up your own projects exploring the following problems: 1. Teenage 

marriage. 2. Marriage contracts and romantic love. 4. One-parent family. 5. A white 

wedding or no wedding. 6. Families with many children & families with one child. 7. 

The effect of divorce on children. 8. How to bridge the generation gap.  

You may interview your family members and friends to disclose the theme of 

the project.  

2. Look at a family tree and speak about the family.  



┼ - has died                           ♥ - is married                              ♥    - is divorced 

              ┼ 

     Rudolf Smith  ♥  Ingrid Smith 
     (read books)        (cooks with pleasure)          

 

         John Smith                 Andy Smith         ♥         Maria Smith 

(speaks 2 foreign languages)  (travels a lot)                  (plays the guitar) 

 

  Rolf Adams     ♥      Eva Adams (Smith)     Peter Smith     Renate Smith  
(has his own business)      (plays tennis)               (an actor)     (a college professor) 

Make up your family tree and speak about your family. You may bring your family 

pictures and tell about the most memorable events in the life of your relatives. 

3. Problem solving. Read the following articles and give your ideas how to 

solve the problem: 

Situation 1: A famous singer is getting married to an ordinary man, a manager of 

a small building company. The woman has already got a son, a student of a very 

prestigious college. To be sure of a future husband’s feelings she wants to draw up a 

marriage contract. Think over the items which should be included in the contract.  

Situation 2: A 16 - year - old Ann is pregnant. Her boyfriend, a 19- year - old 

Daniel, is ready to marry her. Can he get arrested for corruption of minors? Do they 

need permission from Ann’s parents (a valid parental consent)? Prove your opinion.  

Situation 3: A very rich 65 - year - old businessman made a will in which he left 

his property to his young wife Felic ia. They had been married for 9 months. After his 

death his son, who is 5 years older than Felicia, decided to challenge the will in the 

court. What will be the verdict? Give your arguments.  

4. Role-playing. Read, analyze and role play the situation: 

A Romanian woman demanded a divorce in 2005 because she couldn't stand 

having lunch with her mother-in-law every day. The 22-year-old woman, Elena T. 

from Focsani, said to a judge that the presence of her mother-in-law at the most 

important meal of the day with her teasing remarks had ruined her marriage. Elena 

tried to avoid meeting her mother-in-law so often and had lunch somewhere out, not 

at home. Some months later she noticed that her husband changed and preferred to 



spend free time apart. Moreover, if they had problems he discussed them with his 

mother, not Elena. Some time later he suggested living separately.  

What did Elena and her husband do wrong? How could they save the family? 

Imitate the dialogue among Elena and her husband in the court.  

Conclusions. Study based on imitative techniques is effective means of creative 

abilities’ development as it provides formation of knowledge and skills’ complex 

needed for professional communication, implementation of adequate speech acts 

specific to intercultural communication. Furthermore, the effectiveness of this 

approach is determined by encouragement of active mental activity in the process of 

finding the optimal solution of problem tasks. It also develops creative thinking, the 

ability to make decisions, prove their own ideas and be responsible for actions taken. 
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