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Abstract. In the article considers the current state of researches about Chinese 

history by Ukrainian scientists, the contribution of leading scientists and research 

institutions in the development of this issue is noted. It is concluded that it is the lack 

of attention of the scientific community on this problem and outlined the positive 

value of these studies to optimize the Ukrainian-Chinese relations in the context of 

building the New Silk Road. 
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The New Silk Road concept finally took shape quite recently. Only in 2013, 

President of China officially unveiled this idea and started specific economic political 

and cultural measures to implement this strategy. The huge economic potential of this 

program gives hope for long-term and mutually beneficial cooperation for all 

member countries, including Ukraine. However, the Silk Road as a phenomenon 

existed for a long time and it is a very important territory for the international 

community dialogue of civilizations. The political and cultural integration that took 

place along this path, promoted mutual meanings and achievements of civilization 

[3]. 

Including mutual contacts between Ukraine and China which existed since the 

days of Kievan Rus. Scientific works of Ukrainian researchers of China also have a 

long history and began from the spiritual mission in Beijing the pupil of Kyiv-

Mohyla Academy Archimandrite Hilarion Leżajsk in the late XVII - early XVIII 

century [2]. In the early XX century due to the failure of Ukrainian national liberation 



movement on the territory of the Zeleny Klyn a part of Ukrainian population 

emigrated to China, where has been created a small diaspora. Splash of the Ukrainian 

culture in the late 1920 - 1930 years, active work of the All-Ukrainian Academy of 

Science, including oriental studies under the leadership of Ahatanhel Krymsky, was 

led to the birth of their national scientific school of Sinology. In 1926 was conducted 

the Constituent Assembly of All-Ukrainian Scientific Association of Oriental Studies, 

whose tasks were comprehensive scientific studies on relevant topics, training of 

qualified scientific personnel, promotional activities in the field of Oriental and 

promote intensification of international contacts with Eastern countries [1]. History 

of China found its place among the problems of these studies, mostly from political 

considerations, since this revolution took place in China. The development of this 

school were suspended in Soviet times, when the international research subjects were 

mostly transferred to the RSFSR. 

With the proclamation of Ukrainian independence along with the activation of 

interstate relations between Ukraine and China researches of Chinese history received 

a new impetus to the development. There are several oriental schools which in terms 

of their scientific interests has Chinese history. These are researchers from  the Taras 

Shevchenko National University in Kyiv, Odessa I. I. Mechnikov National 

University, Vasyl Karazin Kharkov National University, Petro Mohyla Black Sea 

State University, the study of classical and modern China is conducted at the 

Ahatanhel Krymsky Institute of Oriental Studies of the National Academy of 

Sciences of Ukraine, Institute of World Economy and International Relations of the 

National Academy of Sciences of Ukraine. Annually take place conferences on 

relevant topics, published articles in professional journals, published a number of 

monographs, there are specialized periodicals "Ukraine-China: information-analytical 

review", "Oriental Studies," "Eastern World". However, the system of Oriental 

Studies the historical subjects is just one of the areas, and generally considerably 

inferior philology, political science and linguistic topics. Also among historical 

scientific texts in the general direction of Oriental occupies a minor place. Thus, in 

2000, specialty "History of Ukraine" Ukrainian scientists were defended 78 PhD 



theses, while on the history of the East - only 5, in 2005 on the history of Ukraine - 

127 theses, and on the history of the East - 8 [2]. This shows a lack of attention of 

scientists on the history of China, but also a lack of coordination of the administrative 

work of scientific institutions, insufficient source base, etc. 

Today China's history as a scientific discipline has significant achievements and 

accomplishments. In Ukraine there are well-known scientists, whose work is known 

abroad too. That such scholars as V. Kiktenko, V. Syednyev, M. Taran and others. 

Thus, V. Kiktenko actively studies the history of Chinese philosophy, the history of 

Ukrainian-Chinese relations, has significant achievements in the history of Ukrainian 

Sinology. He owns several monographs, including "Essay on the history of Ukrainian 

Sinology" (2002), "Historical and philosophy concept of Joseph Nydem: Chinese 

Science and Civilization" (2009), a number of scientific articles "Ukrainians led on 

the Beijing spiritual mission" (1998), "Sinology studios in Ukraine in the early XX 

century" (1999), "Sources of the history of Russian spiritual mission in Beijing" 

(2001), "Review of Sinology in the UK" (2005). "Overview of theories of the origin 

of Chinese civilization" (2010). The modern history of China successfully explores 

by M. Taran, particularly in recent years his works "The Sino-Taiwanese relations: 

economic approaching and political contradictions" (2003), "The Communist Party of 

China in the state and social system of China during the "Reforms and openness" 

(2007), "The relationship between the US and China in the era of Deng Xiaoping" 

(2006) and others was published. 

Many important material for the Chinese history research are provided by the 

interdisciplinary studies. In particular, noteworthy  N. Kotel'nikova, N. Pazyury, O. 

Tikhonova, S. Kozlovsky works, who are engaged in the history of Chinese 

traditional pedagogy, P. Lyenkova - who studies the history of religions, especially 

Buddhism in China, I. Otroshchenko - whose researches devoted to specific topics of 

ethnic diasporas in China. An interesting theme develops by C. Kapranov who 

studies the mutual influence of Chinese and other Asian cultures, Chinese component 

of Japanese supremacy in Asia politics. There are a great number of other studies 

relating to various aspects of ancient and modern history of China. 



However, given the importance of the Chinese vector in the Ukrainian 

humanitarian, political and economic space state of the Chinese history study seems 

clearly insufficient. First of all, there is no fundamental monographic study or 

textbook for high school, where systematically and consistently was described the 

history of the Chinese people and the state. The only achievement in this area - it is 

tutorials by A. Kryzhanivskyi and B. Rubel’, which are dedicated to Chinese history 

sections. Without prejudice to the outstanding contributions of these authors, we must 

recognize that in Ukrainian science there is a serious gap available. Analyzing array 

of Sinology researches in Ukraine since independence, we can conclude that the main 

trend is recessed study certain aspects of Chinese history, while summarizing work 

almost absent. There are methodological research subjects, but a systematic 

methodology of Chinese historical is not studied. The reason for these shortcomings 

are both objective and subjective factors. Lack of state funding, lack of public 

attention to the specified issues leads to dissipation of research effort and poor 

coordination between different scientific institutions and researchers. The lack of 

promotional work in society, especially among young people does not allow active 

inflow of young scientists in sinology. However, all these problems are amenable to 

resolving in the future. 

However, intensification of research in the history of China and more broadly 

familiarize public with the results of research can provide significant positive results 

for the relationship of China and Ukraine. The impetus for this can be a program of 

the New Silk Road as economic, political and humanitarian perspective, opening this 

program will definitely lead to increasing attention in society to the history and 

culture of China. 

However, a positive impact of historical studies on the development of relations 

between Ukraine and China is possible only with compliance to a number of 

methodological requirements. The study of Chinese history should take place within 

the modern methodological paradigms of historical research. This includes 

antropologization of the historical knowledge, that means its approach to the 

individual, to their needs and aspirations. History is studied as the history of ideas 



and ideologies, not a state or political entities. Careful attention is paid to the 

everyday life and its details. The history of any human community is seen in the 

broad context of civilization, in conjunction with other ethnicities and cultures. 

Getting the system and as more comprehensive picture of the history of China as 

it possible will enable the Ukrainian political and economic elite, humanities, and 

broad circles of society to understand the diverse culture of the Chinese people better, 

understand the historical trends of the state of China, to establish a mutually 

beneficial dialogue between cultures, to enrich their own scientific world. Creation of 

joint integration space in the framework of the New Silk Road will contribute to the 

creation of a common space and also dialogue between the Ukrainian and Chinese 

scientists, which promises significant gains. 
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