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Аннотация. В статье рассматриваются архитектурные и планировочные 

решения заложенные при основании нового университетского кампуса 
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Abstract. The article deals with the architectural and planning decisions are 

taken at the Foundation of a new campus of the University of Leningrad (now St. 
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Leningrad State University after A.A.Zhdanov, now Saint-Petersburg State 

University, has always been, alongside Lomonosov Moscow State University, the 

leading institution of higher education in the country. The university produced the 

most highly qualified professionals in many spheres of sciences and arts. Its 

downtown location had made it difficult for the university to grow. Due to there 

being no territories available for planned development, the university had to adapt 



buildings across the city to accommodate new students. This lowered the 

effectiveness of training, made it more difficult for the faculty to share their 

experience, significantly increased administrative charges and required time to move 

between buildings. 

In the 1950s the University once again faced the problem of further growth. No 

free territories were found downtown Leningrad. Therefore a decision was adopted to 

set up the university campus in a city suburb. The experience of leading foreign 

universities (Oxford and Cambridge) and the experience of setting up the Novosibirsk 

Academic City testified to practicality of this approach. A decision was made to set 

up the campus between two palace and park ensembles on the coast of the Gulf of 

Finland - Petrodvorets (Peterhof) and Lomonosov (Oranienbaum). The decision to 

move Leningrad State University from its downtown location was adopted at the top 

level: in July 1966 a special decision on this issue was adopted by the Politburo. In 

October of the same year the USSR Government commissioned the project in 

Petrodvorets [1]. 

The project was prepared by a team of architects overseen by Igor Ivanovich 

Fomin, D.F.A. (Arch.), Member of the Academy of Architecture and Construction of 

the USSR. Within just one year his Workshop No. 10 in LenProject Institute prepared 

a project of the future campus in the western section of Petrodvorets [2]. 

The total area of the site was 15,55 square kilometers. The campus was 

supposed to include academic and residential buildings for students, faculty and staff. 

Some 17,700 in-residence students were expected to move to the new campus, 

including 2,000 graduate students and 2,700 in-service training students. The total 

number of faculty and staff was expected to reach the figure of 12,000 [3, 4].  

The entire territory of the future campus was subdivided into six zones: 

academic zone, athletic zone, student dormitories, faculty and staff apartments, 

recreation zone and administrative zone. Academician Fomin and his team suggested 

a layout scheme around two intersecting thoroughfares: Universitetskiy Prospekt 

(University Avenue) lay across the campus from east to west. Morskoy Prospekt 

(Marine Avenue) ran perpendicular to the latter, from the student dorms on the south 



end to the Gulf of Finland coast on the north end. At the intersection stood Ploschad 

Nauki (Science Square). Separate buildings were supposed to be built for each of the 

Natural Science faculties (faculties of physics, mechanics and mathematics, 

chemistry, biology and soil science, geology and geography). All humanities faculties 

were supposed to be located in one building. The Rector's Office, the library building, 

4 dining centers, the Military Education Center, the In-Service Training Building and 

the Astronomic Observatory buildings were planned as separate buildings. The total 

volume of all academic and research buildings was expected to be around 1,812,000 

cubic meters. The academic and research area was supposed to span 127 hectares. 

Botanical Gardens were supposed to span the territory of 56 hectares. 

An athletic zone was designed to span 64 hectares, with open-air and roofed 

athletic facilities, swimming pools and a stadium seating 25,000. A yacht club was 

set up on the coast of the Gulf of Finland.  

Student dorms with the capacity of 17,700 students occupied the area of  54 

hectares. The total area of dormitories was 94,000 square meters. Family housing and 

faculty and staff apartments were located in the eastern section of the site. The 

railroad line between Leningrad and Oranienbaum with Staryi Petergof Station 

divided the grounds into north and south sections (37 and 180 hectares respectively). 

Standard residential buildings were to be built in the northern section, and individual 

architectural projects were to be used in the south section. For the south section I.I. 

Fomin offered a new type of sporadic buildings layout, with varying numbers of 

floors. The total area of all apartment buildings was supposed to reach 447,000 

square meters. The average residential density would have been 2,800 square meters 

per hectare  (for 5-storied buildings). The residential area would cover 17% of the 

campus grounds. 

A total of 27 hectares of the land was allocated to cultural and entertainment 

buildings and service facilities, so that there were 12 square meters of district and city 

level public building area per resident. Transport accessibility was also an important 

factor in the project. Some of the transport routes were intended to service the 

campus, other transport routes were to pass through the campus: a high speed 



highway was designed to connect Lomonosov and Petrodvorets that would run across 

campus. The streets occupied 11.2% of the territory. There was a total of 85.7 square 

meters of streets and squares planned per each resident. 

In August 1969 the layout project was approved by the Executive Committee of 

the Leningrad City Soviet of People's Deputies. The project could finally be 

implemented.  

The new campus of Leningrad State University in Petrodvorets was named the 

Petrodvorets Research and Education Center (PREC). The campus was further 

designed by Workshop No. 10 of LenProject. The technical project of the first stage 

of construction was approved in 1972. The first projects of the second stage were 

approved by the same Institute in 1984.  

The first academic building completed in 1971 on the grounds of the PREC was 

the building of the Faculty of Physics (designed by Giprovuz Institute, total area of 

37,100 square meters). The next building was the building of the Physics Research 

and Development Institute (48,500 square meters, 1977). In 1979 the building of the 

Faculty of Mathematics and Mechanics was completed (43,900 square meters). In 

1988 - the building of the Faculty of Chemistry (47,500 square meters). The project 

to build the Petrodvorets Campus was so important that a special Directorate for 

Construction of Leningrad University Campus in Petrodvorets was organized [5]. The 

construction of the campus, faculty apartments and service buildings ran 

concurrently. Due to the crisis that followed after the collapse of the Soviet Union in 

the 1990s the campus project was never completed. The construction of Geology and 

Geography buildings was suspended for several years. A part of that building (15,700 

square meters in area) now houses the Department of Applied Mathematics and 

Control Processes. 

Although the campus project was never completed, it has served a model for 

other university campus facilities of the Soviet era. After academic and research 

activities were relocated from downtown Leningrad to Petrodvorets, the University's 

research results improved dramatically. Additionally, a new campus in Petrodvorets 

(now Peterhof) helped jumpstart development of all adjacent territories. 



Today St. Petersburg State University uses a total of 727,800 square meters of 

buildings (not taking into account suburban bases and new construction projects). Of 

those, 409,900 square meters of facilities are located on the grounds of the 

Petrodvorets campus (including 119,500 square meters of dorms, and 234,100 square 

meters of academic and research buildings). Such extensive instructional and research 

facilities could not have been built downtown. 
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